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Impact of COVID-19 on the Italian PPE market



17th March 2020:  
Publication of Law 17°March 

2020, n. 18

Art. 16 c.1 
Surgical masks were considered PPE 

against the risk of COVID-19 infection

Art. 15 c.3
Implementation of procedure for the 

validation of PPE not bearing CE marking

National Institute for Insurance against 
Accidents at Work (INAIL) has been 

designated for the evaluation of PPE not 
compliant with the Regulation

Cumulative value of masks IMPORTED into Italy (€) in 2020

Use of a surgical mask/FFP for 
workers that cannot keep social 
distancing became mandatory
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26th February 2020:  
Ban on export of PPE for 

COVID-19
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25th May 2020:  
End of Ban on export of PPE 

for COVID-19

Cumulative value of masks EXPORTED from Italy (€) in 2020

17th March 2020:  
Publication of Law 17°March 

2020, n. 18

Funds to convert/increase 
production of PPE for COVID-19

Approved Request : 128
Funds allocated: € 46.474.000



Comparison 2019-2020

PPEs -2020
Total value of PPE imported into Italy

(February – December 2020)
Total value of PPE exported from Italy

(February – December 2020)

Respiratory devices 
(surgical masks + FFP)

3.159.696.751 € 192.297.517 €

Gloves 508.378.236 € 93.339.613 €

Protective apparel 566.890.578 € 361.884.199 €

PPEs - 2019
Total value of PPE imported into Italy

(February – December 2019)
Total value of PPE exported from Italy

(February – December 2019)

Respiratory devices 
(surgical masks + FFP)

189.848.552 € 88.633.198 €

Gloves 298.854.639 € 97.632.731 €

Protective apparel 237.587.221 € 599.640.755 €

PPEs -2020/2019
Variation % value of PPE imported

into Italy (2020-2019)
Variation % value of PPE exported

into Italy (2020-2019)

Respiratory devices 
(surgical masks + FFP)

+1564% +117%

Gloves +70% -4%

Protective apparel +139% -40%



Association response



The section has the scope to keep
economic operators, community
and citizens updated on matters
related to the PPE industry and to
collect useful links for COVID-19
emergency.

• Infographs realised by the 
Association

• Link to ESF section dedicated
to COVID-19

• List of devices requested by 
the Italian Health Minister
against COVID-19

1. «Coronavirus Safety» section on the Association website;



2. Realisation of infographs for market and community

Example1: Differences between a surgical mask and a FFP/FFP3

• What their intended
use is.

• How they can be useful
against COVID-19.

• Who should wear
them.

• Where they can be 
sourced.



Example2: FFP2/FFP3 with and without exhalation valve

• Filtering efficiency of
FFP2 and FFP3.

• Difference between
FFP2/FFP3 with and
without valve and
protection provided

• Example of destination
use for both the devices

2. Realisation of infographs for market and community



Example3: How to remove gloves safely

• Good practices for 
wearing gloves

• Steps to remove gloves
safely

2. Realisation of infographs for market and community



Guidelines on how to check the PPE certificates validity and to provide useful
information for the validation procedure

1. How to verify compliant
products with the 
Regulation (EU) 
2016/425 and navigate 
on the NANDO 
database;

2. How to recognise 
products validated by 
INAIL;

3. How to verify compliant 
products with 
Recommendation (EU) 
2020/403 

3. «PPE:How to verify their compliance» Vademecum



3. «PPE:How to verify their compliance» Vademecum

Authorisation to use devices not bearing CE marking caused anomalies on the market 
due to products placed without valid certificates

Examples of suspiscious certificates

EU-type
examination

(module B) issued
by a Notified Body 
not competent for 

PPE

Certificates 
not legally
valid for 

PPE



4. Realisation of PPE against COVID webinar in collaboration with 
other Associations and Federations

➢ Webinar in collaboration with Italian Industrial Hygiene Association

➢ Webinar in collaboration with Federfarma Servizi

➢ Webinar in collaboration with Union of industry of Varese

➢ Webinar realised for PPE distributors network

➢ Webinar in collaboration with Confindustria Como

➢ Webinar in collaboration with Confindustria Bergamo

➢ Webinar realised for healthcare structure «Fondazione Teresa Camplani»



Expectations for the industry



4. Realisation of a PPE Dossier – March 2021

The document contains:

➢ Regulatory aspects that afflicted
PPE industry in Italy, during 2020

➢ Measures consequences and 
impact for the industry and 
critical issues in the market

➢ Picture of the PPE market on 
March 2021, expectations and  
growth opportunities



4. Realisation of a PPE Dossier – March 2021

• Manufacturers willingness
to increase their productive
capabilities and «build» an 
Italian production.

• Research & Development 
investment and creation
of an efficient supply-
chain for raw materials



Thanks for your 
attention!


